
Have another household member care for your pet. 

Do not pet, snuggle, kiss, or share food or bedding with  

your pet. 

Wear a cloth face covering and wash your hands before and 

a er you interact with your pet (if you must be around them). 

There is no evidence that pets can spread COVID‐19 to people or that they are a source of infec on 

in the U.S. A very small number of pets outside the U.S. have tested posi ve for COVID‐19. These 

animals had close contact with people who were sick with COVID‐19.  

We need to learn more about how this virus affects animals. Un l then, treat pets as you would 

other human family members to protect them from ge ng sick. 

COVID-19:  

Pets and COVID-19: 

If you become 

sick with 

COVID-19: 

Pets are safer at home too! 

Keep pets at home. Do not let pets interact 

with people or other animals outside the 

household. 

Keep cats indoors. Prevent them from 

interac ng with other animals or people. 

Walk dogs on a leash. Make sure they are at 

least 6 feet from other people and animals. 

Avoid places where there are large numbers of 

people and dogs. This includes dog parks and 

other public places.  

Talk to your veterinarian. Reach out if your pet 

gets sick or if you have any ques ons about your 

pet’s health. 

What pet owners need to know 

Wisconsin Department of Health Services  

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture Trade and Consumer Protec on P‐02656 (04/2020) 



Have another household member care for your pet. 

Do not pet, snuggle, kiss, or share food or bedding with 

your pet. 

Wear a cloth face covering and wash your hands before 

and a er you interact with your pet (if you must be 

around them). 

We do not recommend 

routine testing of 

animals living in a home 

with someone who is 

sick with COVID-19.  

 

There is no evidence that pets can spread COVID‐19 to people or that they are a source of 

infec on in the U.S. It is rare, but people have spread COVID‐19 to animals. A very small number 

of pets outside the U.S. have tested posi ve for COVID‐19. These animals had close contact with 

people who were sick with COVID‐19.  

To be safe, you should avoid contact with animals and people while you are sick with COVID‐19.   

This will help make sure both your pets and other people stay healthy. 

While you are having symptoms:  

Is my pet at risk? 
I have COVID-19. 

Pets and COVID-19: 

If your pet becomes sick: 
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Call your veterinarian. Just because your pet is 

sick doesn’t mean it has COVID‐19. It is most 

likely sick from something else.  

Have someone else take them to the veterinary 

clinic if you have symptoms.  

Wash your hands. Wash before and a er caring 

for or cleaning up a er your pet. 

Keep your pet at home. Do not let your pet 

interact with people or other animals outside 

the household. 


